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Yet, strangely enough, King Henry's first modern
men-of-war grew out of a merchant-ship model, and
a foreign one at that. Throughout ancient and mediae-
val times the 'long ship* was the man-of-war while
the 4round ship* was the merchantman. But the long
ship was always some sort of galley, which, as we have
seen repeatedly, depended on its oars and used sails
only occasionally, and then not in action, while the
round ship was built to carry cargo and to go under
sail. The Italian naval architects, then the most
scientific in the world, were trying to evolve two types
of vessel: one that could act as light cavalry on the
wings of a galley fleet, the other that could carry big
cargoes safely through the pirate-haunted seas. In
both types sail power and fighting power were essential.
Finally a compromise resulted and the galleasse
appeared. The galleasse was a hybrid between the
galley and the sailing vessel, between the clong ship'
that was several times as long as it was broad and the
'round ship' that was only two or three times as long
as its beam. Then, as the oceanic routes gained on
those of the inland seas, and as oceanic sea power
gained in the same proportion, the galleon appeared.
The galleon had no oars at all, as the hybrid galleasses
had, and it gained more in sail power than it lost by
dropping oars. It was, in fact, the direct progenitor
of the old three-decker which some people still alive
can well remember.

At the time the Cabots and Columbus were dis-
covering America the Venetians had evolved the
merchant-galleasse for their trade with London: they
called it, indeed, the galleazza di Londra. Then, by